
The Great Flood: Story from the Qur’an 

Sura 71 (Nuh) 

 

Surely We sent Nuh to his people, saying: "Warn your people before there come upon them a painful chastisement." 
 

He said: "O my people! Surely I am a plain warner to you that you should serve Allah and be careful of (your duty to) 
Him and obey me. He will forgive you some of your faults and grant you a delay to an appointed term; surely the term of 
Allah when it comes is not postponed; did you but know!" 
 

He said: "O my Lord! surely I have called my people by night and by day! But my call has only made them flee the 
more, and whenever I have called them that Thou mayest forgive them, they put their fingers in their ears, cover 
themselves with their garments, and persist and are puffed up with pride. Then surely I called to them aloud, then 
surely I spoke to them in public and I spoke to them in secret. Then I said, 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord, surely He is 
the most Forgiving. He will send down upon you the cloud, pouring down abundance of rain, and help you with 
wealth and sons, and make for you gardens, and make for you rivers. What is the matter with you that you fear not the 
greatness of Allah? And indeed He has created you through various grades: do you not see how Allah has created the 
seven heavens - one above another, and made the moon therein a light, and made the sun a lamp? And Allah has 
made you grow out of the earth as a growth. Then He returns you to it, then will He bring you forth a new bringing 
forth.  And Allah has made for you the earth a wide expanse, that you may go along therein in wide paths.'" 
 

Nuh said: "My Lord! Surely they have disobeyed me and followed him whose wealth and children have added to him 
nothing but loss. And they have planned a very great plan. And they say: 'By no means leave your gods, nor 
leave [the gods] Wadd, nor Suwa; nor Yaghus, and Yauq and Nasr.' And indeed they have led astray many, and do not 
increase the unjust in aught but error." 
 
 Because of their wrongs they were drowned, then made to enter fire, so they did not find any helpers besides Allah. 
 

And Nuh said: "My Lord! Leave not upon the land any dweller from among the unbelievers, for surely if Thou leave 
them they will lead astray Thy servants, and will not beget any but immoral, ungrateful children. My Lord! Forgive me 
and my parents and him who enters my house believing, and the believing men and the believing women; and do not 
increase the unjust in aught but destruction!" 
Sura 11 (Hud) 

And certainly We sent Nuh to his people: "Surely I am a plain warner for you, that you shall not serve any but Allah, 
surely I fear for you the punishment of a painful day." 
 

But the chiefs of those who disbelieved from among his people said: "We do not consider you but a mortal like 
ourselves, and we do not see any have followed you but those who are the meanest of us at first thought and we do not see 
in you any excellence over us; nay, we deem you liars." 
 

He said: "O my people! Tell me if I have with me clear proof from my Lord, and He has granted me mercy from 
Himself and it has been made obscure to you; shall we constrain you to accept it while you are averse from it? And, O 
my people! I ask you not for wealth in return for it; my reward is only with Allah and I am not going to drive away those 
who believe; surely they shall meet their Lord, but I consider you a people who are ignorant: And, O my people! Who 
will help me against Allah if I drive them away? Will you not then mind? And I do not say to you that I have the 
treasures of Allah and I do not know the unseen, nor do I say that I am an angel, nor do I say about those whom your eyes 
hold in mean estimation that Allah will never grant them any good -Allah knows best what is in their souls- for then most 
surely I should be of the unjust." 
 

They said: "O Nuh! indeed you have disputed with us and lengthened dispute with us, therefore bring to us what you 
threaten us with, if you are of the truthful ones." 
 

He said: "Allah only will bring it to you if He please, and you will not escape. And if I intend to give you good 



advice, my advice will not profit you if Allah intended that He should leave you to go astray. He is your Lord, and to Him 
shall you be returned." 
 

Or do they say: "He has forged it?" Say: "If I have forged it, on me is my guilt, and I am clear of that of which you are 
guilty." 
 

And it was revealed to Nuh that none of your people will believe except those who have already believed, therefore do 
not grieve at what they do. And make the ark before Our eyes and according to Our revelation, and do not speak to Me 
in respect of those who are unjust; surely they shall be drowned. 
 

And he began to make the ark; and whenever the chiefs from among his people passed by him they laughed at him. He 
said: "If you laugh at us, surely we too laugh at you as you laugh at us". So shall you know who it is on whom will 
come a chastisement which will disgrace him, and on whom will lasting chastisement come down.  
 

Until when Our command came and water came forth from the valley, We said: "Carry in it two of all things, a pair, 
and your own family - except those against whom the word has already gone forth, and those who believe." 
 
And there believed not with him but a few. And he said: "Embark in it, in the name of Allah be its sailing and its 
anchoring; most surely my Lord is Forgiving, Merciful." 
 

And it moved on with them amid waves like mountains; and Nuh called out to his son, and he was aloof: "O my son! 
embark with us and be not with the unbelievers. 
 

He said: "I will betake myself for refuge to a mountain that shall protect me from the water." 
 
Nuh said: "There is no protector today from Allah's punishment but He Who has mercy; and a wave intervened between 
them, so he was of the drowned." 
 

And it was said: "O earth, swallow down your water, and O cloud, clear away", and the water was made to abate and 
the affair was decided, and the ark rested on the al-Gudi, and it was said: "Away with the unjust people." 
 

And Nuh cried out to his Lord and said: "My Lord! Surely my son is of my family, and Thy promise is surely true, and 
Thou art the most just of the judges." 
 

He said: "O Nuh! surely he is not of your family; surely he is the doer of other than good deeds, therefore ask not of Me 
that of which you have no knowledge; surely I admonish you lest you may be of the ignorant." 
 

He said: "My Lord! I seek refuge in Thee from asking Thee that of which I have no knowledge; and if Thou shouldst 
not forgive me and have mercy on me, I should be of the losers." 
 

It was said: "O Nuh! Descend with peace from Us and blessings on you and on the people from among those who are 
with you, and there shall be nations whom We will afford provisions, then a painful punishment from Us shall afflict 
them. These are announcements relating to the unseen which We reveal to you, you did not know them -neither you nor 
your people- before this; therefore be patient; surely the end is for those who guard against evil." 


