
Revolutionary Documents 

Read the three documents provided and answer the questions at the end 

 

Document #1: The United States Declaration of Independence - July 4, 1776. 
 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of 
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness. 

…The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries, all having 
in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States: 

 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, and the amount and payment of their 
salaries. 
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our 
legislatures. 
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world 
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent 
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury 
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of 
our people.  
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to complete the works of 
death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy 
(breaking your oath) scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy 
the Head of a civilized nation. 
 

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress (asked for correction) in 
the most humble terms: Our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury… 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, 
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, 
in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Document #2: Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen - National Assembly of 
France, August 26, 1789 
 

The representatives of the French people, organized as a National Assembly, believing that 
the ignorance, neglect, or contempt of the rights of man are the sole cause of public calamities 
and of the corruption of governments, have determined to set forth in a solemn declaration the 
natural, unalienable, and sacred rights of man, in order that this declaration, being constantly 
before all the members of the Social body, shall remind them continually of their rights and 
duties; in order that the acts of the legislative power, as well as those of the executive power, 
may be compared at any moment with the objects and purposes of all political institutions and 
may thus be more respected, and, lastly, in order that the grievances of the citizens, based 
hereafter upon simple and incontestable principles, shall tend to the maintenance of the 
constitution and redound to the happiness of all. 

Therefore the National Assembly recognizes and proclaims, in the presence and under the 
auspices of the Supreme Being, the following rights of man and of the citizen: 
 

1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be founded only 
upon the general good. 

2. The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible 
rights of man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression. 

3. The principle of all sovereignty (authority) resides essentially in the nation (the people).  
4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one else; hence the 

exercise of the natural rights of each man has no limits except those which assure to the 
other members of the society the enjoyment of the same rights. These limits can only be 
determined by law. 

5. The law shall provide for such punishments only as are strictly and obviously necessary, and 
no one shall suffer punishment except it be legally inflicted in virtue of a law passed and 
promulgated before the commission of the offense. 

6. As all persons are held innocent until they shall have been declared guilty, if arrest shall be 
deemed indispensable, all harshness not essential to the securing of the prisoner's person 
shall be severely repressed by law. 

7. The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of 
man. Every citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom, but shall be 
responsible for such abuses of this freedom as shall be defined by law. 

8. A common contribution is essential for the maintenance of the public forces and for the 
cost of administration. This should be equitably distributed among all the citizens in 
proportion to their means. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Document #3: The Haitian Declaration of Independence, 1804 

Written after the slave rebellion had driven most of the French army out of the colony.  Louis 
Boisrond-Tonnerre was chosen to write the document because he had exclaimed that the 
document “should be written with the skin of a white man for parchment, with his skull for a 
desk, his blood for ink, and a bayonet for a pen.” 
  

It is not enough to have expelled the barbarians who have bloodied our land for two 
centuries; it is not enough to have restrained those ever-evolving factions that one after 
another mocked the specter of liberty that France dangled before you. We must, with one last 
act of national authority, forever assure the empire of liberty in the country of our birth; we 
must take any hope of re-enslaving us away from the inhuman government that for so long 
kept us in the most humiliating torpor. In the end we must live independent or die. 

Independence or death... let these sacred words unite us and be the signal of battle and of 
our reunion. 
Citizens, my countrymen, on this solemn day I have brought together those courageous soldiers 
who, as liberty lay dying, spilled their blood to save it; these generals who have guided your 
efforts against tyranny have not yet done enough for your happiness; the French name still 
haunts our land. 

Everything revives the memories of the cruelties of this barbarous people: our laws, our 
habits, our towns, everything still carries the stamp of the French. Indeed! There are still French 
in our island, and you believe yourself free and independent of that Republic which, it is true, 
has fought all the nations, but which has never defeated those who wanted to be free… 

And you, precious men, intrepid generals, who, without concern for your own pain, have 
revived liberty by shedding all your blood, know that you have done nothing if you do not give 
the nations a terrible, but just example of the vengeance that must be wrought by a people 
proud to have recovered its liberty and jealous to maintain it let us frighten all those who would 
dare try to take it from us again; let us begin with the French. Let them tremble when they 
approach our coast, if not from the memory of those cruelties they perpetrated here, then 
from the terrible resolution that we will have made to put to death anyone born French whose 
profane foot soils the land of liberty… 

Let us walk down another path; let us imitate those people who, extending their concern 
into the future, and dreading to leave an example of cowardice for posterity, preferred to be 
exterminated rather than lose their place as one of the world's free peoples. 

Peace to our neighbors; but let this be our cry: "…Eternal hatred of France!" 
 
 
 
 
 
 


