The Enlightenment

Chapter 19.2

I. Ideas of the Enlightenment

A. The Scientific Revolution convinced people in the power of reason

B. The Enlightenment was a philosophical movement that promoted the power of human reason to make change

C. Paris was the center, salons were upper class social gatherings that promoted Enlightenment philosophers, artists, and writers
II. Ideas of Government

A. A social contract is an agreement b/w the people and their government to give up part of their freedom in exchange for protection for all

B. Thomas Hobbes- Humans were evil and need strong kings to keep them safe
C. John Locke- People were naturally good and born with rights of life, liberty, and property that the government should protect
D. Baron de Montesquieu- Government should be separated into branches to prevent one part from getting too much power
E. Jean-Jacque Rousseau- People were good but society can corrupt people
III. Ideas of Society

A. Voltaire

1. Believed in freedom of religion and separation of Church and State

2. Advocated liberty and freedom of speech

B. Diderot’s Encyclopedia- collection of Enlightenment writings into 28 volumes
C. Mary Wollstonecraft- fought for social equality (esp. education) for women 

D. Adam Smith
1. Wrote The Wealth of Nations (1776)

2. Believed in the laissez-faire- free market economy without government intervention

IV. Enlightened Despots

A. Some strong monarchs (despots) used their power to promote Enlightenment ideas but fell short of those ideals 

B. Fredrick II (the Great) of Prussia-  

1. Promoted education, religious tolerance, and freedoms 

2. Ruled with absolute power, fought many wars 
C. Catherine II (the Great) of Russia- 

1. supported philosophers, education, culture 
2. limited the rights of serfs

D. Joseph II of Austria- 

1. abolished serfdom and torture 
2. allowed freedom of religion
