 “Prehistory and the Neolithic Revolution”

Ch. 1
I. Prehistory vs. History
A. Prehistory- The time before human writing
B. History- An interpretation of the record of human events
1. Study broad patterns, periods, cause and effect

2. Historians analyze primary and secondary sources
II. Neolithic Era

A. Paleolithic era (Prehistory until 8000 BC)- People lived as hunter-gatherers foraging for food and wandering the earth during the ice ages
B. Neolithic Revolution- the transition from nomadic lifestyle to settled communities with larger populations
1. In some river-valleys, reliable food production allowed hunter-gatherers to slowly settle
2. Domestication- growing/breeding plants and animals to be more useful to humans
3. Some chose to live as pastoralists- nomads with herds of domesticated animals
C. Transitions in society
1. Agriculture and domestication allowed for permanent settlements that grew in size and complexity
2. Reliable, storable food helped create a surplus 

3. because not everyone needed to get food, division of labor- each worker specializes at a particular job
4. Creation of Civilization-  established religion, language, culture, writing system, political structure, developed cities, and art/architecture
