Class Copy – Do Not Write On and Return to Teacher


Hammurabi’s Code of Laws (Selected Laws)
2. If any one bring an accusation against a man, and the accused go to the river and leap into the river, if he sink in the river his accuser shall take possession of his house. But if the river prove that the accused is not guilty, and he escape unhurt, then he who had brought the accusation shall be put to death, while he who leaped into the river shall take possession of the house that had belonged to his accuser.
3. If anyone bring an accusation of any crime before the elders, and does not prove what he has charged, he shall, be put to death.

6. If anyone steal the property of a temple or of the court, he shall be put to death, and also the one who receives the stolen thing from him shall be put to death.

15. If anyone take a male or female slave of the court, or a male or female slave of a freed man, outside the city gates, he shall be put to death.

16. If anyone receive into his house a runaway male or female slave of the court, or of a freedman, and does not turn him in, the master of the house shall be put to death.

17. If anyone find runaway male or female slaves in the open country and bring them to their masters, the master of the slaves shall pay him tw o shekels of silver.

21. If anyone break a hole in a house [to steal], he shall be put to death and buried in front of the hole. 

22. If anyone is committing a robbery and is caught, then he shall be put to death.

25. If fire break out in a house, and some one who comes to put it out…takes the property of the master of the house, he shall be thrown into that fire.

48. If any one owe a debt for a loan, and a storm prostrates the grain, or the harvest fail, or the grain does not grow for lack of water; in that year he need not give his creditor any grain, he washes his debt-tablet in water and pays no rent for this year.

55. If anyone opens his ditches to water his crop, but is careless, and the water floods the field of his neighbor, then he shall pay his neighbor an amount of corn for his loss.

109. If outlaws meet in the tavern and are not captured and delivered to the court/palace, the female tavern-keeper shall be put to death. 

110. If a holy woman opens a tavern door or enters a tavern for a drink, she shall be burned to death. 

142. If a woman quarrel with her husband, and say: "You are not congenial to me," the reasons for her prejudice must be presented. If she is guiltless, and there is no fault on her part, but he leaves and neglects her, then no guilt attaches to this woman, she shall take her dowry and go back to her father's house. 

143. If she is not innocent, but leaves her husband, and ruins her house, neglecting her husband, this woman shall be cast into the water. 

168. If a man wish to put his son out of his house, and declare before the judge: "I want to put my son out," then the judge shall examine into his reasons. If the son be guilty of no great fault, for which he can be rightfully put out, the father shall not put him out.
186. If a man has taken in a tiny child as a son, and then soon after he has taken him in his father and mother search him out, that adopted child shall return to his father’s house.
 195. If a son strike his father, his hands shall be cut off.

196. If a man put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out. [An eye for an eye]

197. If a man break another man's bone, his bone shall be broken.

199. If a man put out the eye of a man's slave, or break the bone of a man's slave, he shall pay one-half of its value.

200. If a man knock out the teeth of his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out. [A tooth for a tooth]
202. If anyone strike the body of a man higher in rank than he, he shall receive sixty blows with an ox-whip in public.

205. If the slave of a freed man strike the body of a freed man, his ear shall be cut off.

209. If a man strike a free-born woman so that she lose her unborn child, he shall pay ten shekels for her loss.

210. If the woman dies, his daughter shall be put to death.

218. If a physician make a large incision with the operating knife, and kills his patient…his hands shall be cut off.

219. If a physician make a large incision in the slave of a freed man, and kill him, he shall replace the slave with another slave.

224. If a veterinary surgeon perform a serious operation on a donkey or an ox, and cure it, the owner shall pay the surgeon one-sixth of a shekel as a fee.

225. If he perform a serious operation on an ass or ox, and kill it, he shall pay the owner one-fourth of its value.

229 If a builder builds a house for some one, and does not construct it properly, and the house which he built falls in and kill its owner, then that builder shall be put to death.

230. If it kills the son of the owner the son of that builder shall be put to death.

236. If a man rent his boat to a sailor, and the sailor is careless, and the boat is wrecked or goes aground, the sailor shall give the owner of the boat another boat as compensation.

246. If a man hire an ox, and he break its leg or cut the ligament of its neck, he shall compensate the owner with ox for ox.

247. If anyone hire an ox, and put out its eye, he shall pay the owner one-half of its value.

248. If anyone hire an ox, and break off a horn, or cut off its tail, or hurt its muzzle, he shall pay one-fourth of its value in money.

282. If a slave say to his master: "You are not my master," and they convict him, his master shall cut off his ear.
