APWH Essays
Scoring the AP Essays 

· Asset-based model – we don’t count OFF for anything; we are counting what is right (use checklist – attached), so if you provide a piece of “evidence” that is incorrect, you don’t lose a anything; however, if you need 5 pieces of evidence to get an “evidence point” and you provide 4 pieces of correct evidence and 1 piece of incorrect evidence you never get the evidence point. 
· The REAL rubrics are created based upon a sample of student essays. We decide how many POVs, groups, and pieces of evidence you need based upon this sample. If the majority of the students in the sample are using five pieces of evidence, then the rule will be five pieces of evidence for everyone to get the point. If most students in the sample use 3 POVs, then 3 will be the minimal – always do as many as possible.  Same for groups – if most students do 3 groups, then that is the minimum. 
Overall Top Mistakes Students Make with Essays:

· Not answering the question asked! 

· Poor or missing thesis statements. 

· Not using evidence to PROVE your thesis – just lists facts without using the facts as evidence

· No analysis – ANSWER WHY EVERY CHANCE YOU GET – (due to, as a result, because, etc.)
Thesis Suggestions for ALL Essays:
· To ALWAYS GET POINTS divide your thesis into three parts (connecting sentences)…

· Answer the question that is asked

· Give categories that you are going to use

· Give a “hint” as to something in each category

· If a time period is given, include it in your thesis. 

· See page of sample thesis statements (attached)

DBQ Mistakes and Suggestions:

· Use the documents to prove your thesis, don’t write ABOUT THE DOCUMENTS!!! The documents are SOURCES like you would use in a research paper. 
· Saying a source is biased, prejudiced, or unreliable without analyzing why the source is biased, prejudiced, or unreliable (see samples); the more POVs the better because some might be wrong
· Remember, you need two documents to make a “group”
· The additional document must help you answer the question. Don’t just say you need a view from women! You need to explain why a women’s view would help you answer the question asked.  (see samples)
Continuity and Change Over Time:
· Remember your thesis – answer the question (what changed and what stayed the same; key changing events), what are your groups (normally time periods) and a hint about something you will address. 

· Analyze why things changed (the process) and why things stayed the same. What are the key changing event(s) and why did they lead to change? 
· You will probably be given a choice of regions – you must know the countries that are in each region. (see attached). MAJOR MISTAKE is using countries not in the region – DOES NOT COUNT!
· Make sure you are addressing the time period asked!

· Make a global connection – mention at least one time what process is happening during this time period in some other place in the world and how it relates to your topic. (1 point)

· Suggestions for organizing your essay are attached. 

Compare and Contrast:

· Remember your thesis – answer the question (what are the similarities/differences); groups, and a hint about something you will address. 
· You must compare and contrast the two topics. You cannot just describe one and then describe the other – you ONLY GET POINTS FOR COMPARING/CONTRASTING!
· Not answering the question – last question – write something. 
· Clarify your regions/time periods – major mistakes in regions and time periods
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