“The Romans”
Chapter 6

I. Early Roman Republic
A. Geography

1. Located on a peninsula surrounded by Mediterranean Sea

2. Protected by Alps to the North

B. Classes
1. Patricians- elite landowning families that controlled most of society 
2. Plebeians- common people 
3. Law of the Twelve Tables- Constitution of the Republic, enforced the equality under the law for all 
C. Republic, government of elected officials 
1. Senate: group of patricians controlled finances and wrote laws 
2. Tribunes: could veto (ban a law) and tried court cases, chosen by plebeians 
3. Two consuls: elected for one year, who led military and chief executives
D. Roman legions (military unit) conquered Italy and defeated enemies
II. Roman Empire

A. The power of conquering generals rivaled the Senate

B. Julius Caesar defeated his rivals and was declared dictator for life 
C. After he was assassinated, Rome was divided between Octavian and Marc Antony (who allied with Cleopatra)
D. Octavian won was named Augustus- Rome’s first emperor, controlled most of Europe
E. Good Emperors brought in the era of Pax Romana (Roman peace)- 27 BC to 180 AD
III. Contributions and Life of the Romans
A. Religion- Polytheistic, based on Greeks

B. Entertainment- gladiator fights and circuses kept mob happy

C. Law foundation for all of Europe

D. Engineering- stonework and concrete made superior roads, bridges, and aqueducts (waterways)
E. Latin- Roman language that spread throughout the Empire
IV. Fall of the Empire

A. Decline

1. Roman empire stopped expanding- expensive defenses

2. Rome adopted Christianity

3. Roman Empire was split into two- Eastern half was richer and had the capitol of Constantinople
B. Weak Emperors- many were killed by generals
C. Economic problems: High taxes and inflation- prices up, value of money down
D. Corruption and poor health

E. Barbarian Invasions
F. Eastern Roman Empire continued as the Byzantine Empire for another 1000 years! 
