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I. Europe Divided

A. Division of Germany after WWII

1. Democratic West Germany, Soviet Union created a puppet government in East Germany

2. “Iron Curtain”- division between communism and democracy in Europe

3. Cold War- the indirect conflicts b/w the Western Democracies and Communist countries

4. Truman Doctrine- America would use economic and military aid to oppose the spread of communism (containment)

B. Berlin Airlift (1948-1949)
1. Berlin was divided but was inside East Germany
2. SU blockaded the city to gain control
3. US airlifted supplied until SU backed down
C. Marshall Plan- US gave economic aid to Europe to speed recovery and to stop communism
D. Two rival alliances: NATO (led by US) and Warsaw Pact (SU and puppet countries)
II. Communism in Asia

A. Japan banned from having a military- became a democracy with a powerful economy

B. In 1949, Mao Zedong’s Communist Party took over China

C. Korean War (1950-1953)
1. China backed N. Korea invaded S. Korea
2. US-led troops pushed back but China got involved
3. Korea divided at the 38th parallel
D. Communism spread in Vietnam, French leave in 1954

E. Communism in China

1. Great Leap Forward- effort to collectivize and industrialize China, led to millions of deaths
2. Cultural Revolution- political purge to reaffirm power of communist party 
III. Conflicts in The Middle East

A. Creation of Israel

1. After WWII, Jews moved to Israel as a part of the Zionist movement
2. In 1948, the UN created the nation of Israel

3. Land was divided between Jewish Israelis and Muslim Palestinians 

B. Conflicts over Israel

1. Most of Israel’s neighbors attacked but were defeated due to US support of Israel

2. After two more wars, Israel gained more territory and occupied the Palestinian territories

3. Palestinians have used terrorism, Israel has used its military to defend itself
4. Oil-rich Arab countries (OPEC) put an embargo (stop exporting) on the US in the 1970s
C. Iranian Revolution (1979)- created a Shi’a theocracy
D. Saddam Hussein of Iraq invaded Iran (1980-88)
IV. The Third World

A. India

1. India won its independence in 1947
2. Partition of India- Muslims were sent to Pakistan, Hindus to India- chaos and rivalry
3. India and other “third world” countries didn’t align with US or SU
B. Africa independence challenges

1. Most African countries became independent in 1960s

2. Many African countries had civil wars and were ruled by dictators

3. Ruling white minority in South Africa had policy of apartheid (racial segregation) until 1994

C. Latin America

1. In Cuba, Fidel Castro created a communist government (1959)

2. Through the Cold War, most countries in Latin America were ruled by dictators
V. Height of Cold War
A. Space Race

1. In 1957, Russia was the first country to put a satellite (Sputnik) in space

2. Russia puts first man in space (1961) but US puts first man on the moon

B. US and SU competed in creating more and more powerful nuclear weapons
C. MAD theory- if either side attacks, both would be destroyed (deterrence)
D. Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)- US and SU nearly go to war over placement of SU nukes in Cuba
E. US and SU don’t go into direct conflict but rival each other throughout the world 
F. Vietnam War

1. Causes: 
a. North Vietnam was controlled communists who wanted to control all of Vietnam
b. Domino Theory- if one country falls to communism, surrounding countries will too
c. America expanded its military involvement in 1964 w/o a declaration of war
2. Characteristics

a. Americans fought the North Vietnamese as well as the Vietcong- communists in South Vietnam

b. America struggled to defeat the enemy because of guerilla tactics and enemy attacking through Laos and Cambodia

3. Effects
a. US military leaves, N. Vietnam wins 1975

b. Khmer Rouge- communist genocide in Cambodia that killed 1/5 of population
G. US President Nixon visits China and helped normalize relations and expand trade

H. The 1970s was a period of détente (reduced tensions) with the SU with treaties limiting the number of nuclear weapons
VI. End of Cold War
A. Western Europe became closer with the formation of the European Union- free trade and movement with gov’ts and economies working together
B. Troubles in the Soviet Union

1. SU cannot keep up with the US economy

2. SU invades Afghanistan (1980-88) but loses to US-backed Muslims

3. SU reformed through policies of glasnost (openness) and perestroika (economic restructuring) 
C. Changes in China
1. After Mao’s death, reforms were made to China’s economy making it more free
2. Pro-democracy movement in China failed at the Tiananmen Square Massacre (1989)
3. China’s economy is growing rapidly but w/o political freedoms
D. Fall of Berlin Wall united E. and W. Germany and marked an end of the Cold War (1989)

E. The Soviet Union broke apart in 1991
